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“Wilfred Scawen Blunt says that Huxley ‘had long 

suspected a common origin of the Egyptians and the 

Dravidians of India, perhaps a long belt of brown- 

skinned men from India to Spain in very early days.”’ 

“This ‘belt’of Huxley’s, of dark-white and brown- 

skinned men, this race of brunet-brown-folk, spread 

even farther than India; they reached to the shores _ 
of the Pacific, and they were everywhere the original 

possessors of the Neolithic culture and the beginners 

of what we call civilization. It is possible that these 

Brunet peoples are, so tospeak the basic peoples of 

our modern worid.” H. G. Wells in his ‘Outline of 

History’ p. 138 

What had been suspected by the genius of Prof. 

Huxley and accepted by Mr. H. G. Wells, has re- 

cently come off an undoubted fact established by 

the archaeological evidence which the excavations 
conducted at Harappa and Mohenjo-daro in the 
Punjab have afforded us. For Sir John Marshall, 
Director General of Archaeology in India, has con- 

clusively shown in his epoch-making work ‘‘Mohenjo- 

daro and the Indus Civilisation” that the pre-Aryan 
people,the originators of the Indus Civilisation,could 
be none other than the forefathers of the Dravidian 
people who at present occupy Southern India and that 
their culture bears a close resemblance to the culture 
of the Sumerians and the Egyptians as the result of 
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the commercial intercourse they had had with the 
atter five thousand vearsago. In exposing the error 
into which some of the oriental seholars had fallen 
hen they came to speak of the pre-Aryan inhabit- 
nts of India, Sir John Marshall observes: 

“They (the orientalists) pictured the pre-Aryans 
as little more than untutored savages (whom it would 
fhave been grotesque to credit with any reasoned 
scheme of religion or philosophy). Now that our 
knowledge of them has been revolutionized and we 
are constrained to recognize them as no less highly 
civilized-in some respects, indeed, more highly civi- 
Jized-than the contemporary Sumeriansor Egyptians, 
it behoves us to re-draw the picture afresh and revise 
existing misconceptions regarding their religion as 
well as their material culture.” And in another place 
of his remarkable work he savs; “‘The Indus civilt- 
sation was Pre-Aryan and the Indus language or lan- 
guages must have been Pre-Aryan also. Possibly, 
one or other of them (if, as seems likely, there was 
more than one) was Dravidic. This, for three reasons, 
seems a most likely conjecture—first, because Dra- 
vidic speaking people were the precursors of the 
Aryans over most of Northern India and were the 
only people likely to have been in possession of a 
culture as advanced as the Indus culture; secondly, 
because on the other side of the Krithar Range and 
at no great distance from the Indus valley, the Brahu- 
is of Baluchistan have preserved among themselves 
an island of Dravidic speech which may well be a 
relic of pre-Aryan times, when Dravidic was perhaps 
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the common language of these parts; thirdly, because 
the Dravidic languages being agglutinative it 1s not 
unreasonable to look for a possible connection be- 
tween them and the agglutinative language of Sumer 
in the Indus valley, which as we know, had many 
other close ties with Sumer.”’ 

So much precaution and reservation with which 
the above statement made by Sir John Marshall as 
regards the high antiquity of the Dravidian people, 
their language and culture, may seem unnecessary to 
those who possess an intimate knowledge of ancient 
Tamil literature, some of the extant works of which 
such as Tholkappiam, Paripadal, Purananooru and 
others date from 3500 B. C. to the first century A.D. 
and bear witness to the high level of civilisation which 
the Tamils reached in pre-Aryan times. Certainly 
there could have been at that remote period none 
but one Dravidian languge spoken not only all over 
India but even beyond its frontiers, and that language 
could have been no other than Tamil which still lives 
among twenty million people in allits literary glory 
and usefulness. Except Tamil no other Dravidian 
language possesses such vast, antique,varied, original, 
valuabe literature, the literatures of the other few 
cultivated Dravidian tongues such as Kanarese, Tel- 
ugu and Malayalam being not more than seven or 
eight hundred years old at most and even these con- 
sist of works either translated from Sanscrit or written 
in imitation of some Sanscrit works. It is an admit- 
ted fact that that language alone which possesses 
grammar and literature that forms the only criterion 
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© estimate the height of civilisation to which the 
people who owned them had attained. Ifin India of 
ypre-Aryan times, there had existed no literary work 
that could be brought forward from any of the exist- 
ing Dravidian languages except Tamil, then it 1s as 
certain as two and two makes four, that that langu- 
age did not exist at that time or if it could be assum- 
ed that it did exist, it was not cultivated by a civilized 
people in any way. For the life ofa civilized nation 
cannot get on without the cultivation of its language 
and the production of a varied literature. If Sir John 
Marshall had had a first hand knowledge of the 
Tholkappiam and some other ancient classics of 
Tamil, he would have easily shown in corroboration 
of what he stated as regards the pre-Aryan antiquity 
of one of the Dravidian languages, that Tamil alone, 
and not any otheras he vaguely affirmed, must have 
been the language spoken and cultivated by the pre- 
Aryan inhabitants of the Indus Valley. Still, he has 
benefited the historians of the antique past by pro- 
ducing solid and substantial evidence in proof of the 
Tamilian civilization which was contemporaneous 
with the civilizations of the Egyptians, the Babyloni- 
ans, the Sumerians and other ancient nations of the 
west. Fortunately we are now ina position strong and 
unshakable to correlate with the above archaeological 
evidence, the proofs afforded by the ancient and 
genuine literary works of the Tamil language. 

And this I believe has been amply done inthe 
following Tamil treatise which is but an expansion of 
my Presidential Address partly read and partly deliver- 

ill 
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ed in ‘The All-India Tamil Religious Conference.” 
held in Madras on the 19th and 20th October, 1940. 
For the benefit of the English-knowing people I give 
below a succinct account of the contents of this book 
as far as the limit of this short preface permits. 
The first section is devoted to showing who the 
real Tamilians were and are, since different peoples 
belonging to different races mingle together in mad- 
ern times and almost all of them in the south speak 
Tamil as the common tongue. This state of things 
could not have existed in the remote past when the 
mixture of races was rare, except when one raided 
into the other for food and comfort and settled 
amongst them. But, as time went on, the Aryans, the 
scythians, the Mongolians, the Turks and others en- 
tered Northern India through passes in the north- 
west and the north-east and afterhard and continuous 
struggles with the indigenous Tamuls settled them- 
selves all over the north rather peacefully. This state 
of different racial inrush intothe north led in course of 
time to a large intermixture of the foreign blood with 
the Tamil. Still,in every ethnical type the Dravidian, 
properly speaking the Tamilian element alone, pre- 
dominates markedly all over the north. Though the 
Tamilian stock has thus underwent considerable 
change in northern India, the stock inthe south has 
remained pure and intact, as has been shown by 
Prof. Rapson in his ‘Ancient India.’ So we may safely 
affirm that the people, living at present from Madras 
to Cape Comorin except those who speak at home 
tongues different from Tamil, can be no other than 
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he lineal descendants of the original and highly 
sivilized Tamils of pre-Aryan times. Dr. G.A. Grier- 
son justly observes: “With this we may dismiss the 
heory whieh assigns a trans-Himalayan origin to 
-he Dravidians. Taking them as we find them now, 
't may safely be said that their present geographical 
distribution, the marked uniformity of physical char- 
acters among the more primitive membersofthe group, 
heir animistic religion, their distinctive languages, 
heir stone monuments, and their retention of a 
orimitive system of totemism justify us in regarding 
‘hem as the earliest inhabitants of India of whom we 
nave any knowledge.’”” 
Then, the second section takes up the question 
vhether there is any pure and real Arvan element in 
he present population of India and concludes that 
no such element can be said to exist so as to be easily 
lietected in it, although a type approaching the Arvan 
s traced all along the river Indus, in Kashmir, 
and in Rajputana. The fact, however, seems to be the: 
Aryan branch of people who migrated from Bactria 
nto India driven, of course, by scarcity of food and 
shange of climate, could not have been so numerous 
aS some orientalists suppose but must have been a 
ew thousands only as shown by Ragozin + and even 
‘these few merged in course of time in the vast ocean 
% the Tamilian people to a degree that their phy- 
sical and mental characteristics became in lates ages 
juite indistinguishable from the latter. Therefore it 
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* The Indian Empire, Vol. 1, p. 299. 
t Vedic India, pp. 313, 314. 


XV1 ENGLISH PREFACE TO THE TAMILIAN CREED 


has been shown in this section that the existence of 
a separate Aryan race in India is a mere fiction and 
nothing more. 

The third section enters into a discussion of the 
colour and physical features which theTamilians poss- 
ess in common with the other Indian people. As has 
been shown by Dr.Caldwell, colour is not a safe guide 
in judging of the racial characteristics of the Tamils 
as well asall other Indian people. Even among those 
who are generally black, there are great variations 
in colour ranging from pitch black to a bright 
pale black. The labouring classes who work under 
scorching solar rays become black or dimly brown 
even if they were born of pure vellew colour; whereas 
the middle classes and the rich who carry on their 
business within doors are of either bright yeliow tint 
or of rich brown; even here one may notice great and 
fine gradations. In the same way form and shape, 
size and height, differ widely not only among the 
‘Tamils but even among all other classes of the Indian 
people. With all such differences there might be 
seen at a glance a perceptible general characteristic 
running through them all which marks off the Tamils 
from all other people who have come into: India at 
different periods of time and settled. Many an acute 
student of ethnic studies has noted in the eyes and 
features of the Tamils a certain brightness and alert- 
ness due to a suffusion of superior intelligence which 
is naturally denied to others. | 

The fourth and fifth sections consider the ori- 
gin of the Dravido-Aryans who came to call them- 
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selves ‘brahmins’ from the time when the late 
urushasookta hymn of the tenth mandala of the Rig 
eda was composed. Though the brahmins nowadays 
style themselves ‘Aryans,’ they hked it not to be 
salled by that appellation at the time when they 
somposed the code the Manusmriti, as Is manifest 
‘rom the contemptuous way in which they speak of 
-he unmixed Arvans who then dwelt in Kashmir. 
From this it follows that the class of people who 
wished to call themselves invariably ‘brahmins * 
rather than the Aryans, or the Dravidians, appears 
evidently for this very reason, to have descended from 
a stock which was neither Aryan nor Dravidian but 
was a mixture of the two. 

Then, the inquiry into the true lineage of Manu 
the original law-giver to the Aryans is taken up and 
treated. That the first Manu—first because there 
had been many persons who bore that name in later 
times—was a Dravidian king who resided in Malabar 
the mountainous district of the Tamil country, has 
been fully shown by Ragozin in his ‘Vedic India.’ As 
the name and person of Manu arealways associated 
with the author of an original moral code, and as 
this Manu was a Dravidian king who taught the laws 
and moral principles not to the unmixed and uncivi- 
lized Aryans of Kashmir but to the more refined 
Dravido-Aryans of the middle country, it is con- 
cluded that the laws he gave were intended not for 
the Tamils who had laws and excellent moral prin- 
ciples all along, but were intended for the instruction 
and guidance of the Dravido-Aryans who were then 
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becoming slowly Dravidianized in the north, and 
that the division of the Dravido-Aryans into four 
castes was made by him. for the special purpose of 
studying and controlling the social and political af- 
fairs of their life. 

Sections six, seven, elght, and nine pursue the 
subject of caste and show how it was instituted at 
first by Manu in imitation of the Tamilian social 
system which was based not upon the merit of birth 
but upon division of labour since eachsection of which 
is called even now by the name of the profession which 
it follows. Before the time of Manu the Arvans had 
no caste, but. Manu introduced the fourfold classi- 
fication among them simply for the sake of giving 
stability to their callings which were otherwise in a 
fluidic condition, on account of their long ncmadic 
life which bred in them a disinclination for honest 
work and led them to live upon plunder and cattle- 
lifting. What was intended at first to confer social 
benefit to the Arvan settlers, was seized upon with 
avidity by the self-interested section of the Dravido- 
Aryans who had the sagacity enough to perceive the 
high rank to which the caste svstem would raise them, 
if it could be so hardened that 1t could not by any 
means be broken through with impunity. What was 
at first a pliant group became in course of time 
an impenetrable body like steel. For this deplorable 
state of Hindu community the vegetarian part of the 
Tamilians is chiefly responsible. I pointed out this 
fact thirty eight years ago in an article on Thol- 
kappiam which appeared in the first volume of my 
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migizine Jnanasagaram,but no oriental scholar took 
motice of it then. Recently Dr. Slater who was Prof- 
fessor of economics in the university of Madras bad 
[tthe shrewdness of mind to discern this important 
fact and state that the invention ef caste and its rigid 
observance were the work of no other people than the 
‘Tamilians. Even at the present day, no other Hindu 
icommunityv, as far as my knowledge goes, pays so 
‘much care and attention to cleanliness of food and 
chastity of their women asthe Tamils, especially the 
community of vegetarian velalas. In northern India, 
caste 1s not so rigidly observed as in the south, since 
ithe Arvans had no caste, since those who instituted 
it were the ancient civilized Tamils only. The fact 
‘must be borne in mind that while in the north most 
of the brahmins are out and out flesh-eaters, those 
in the south and the velalas are strict vegetarians. 
So great an importance came to be attached to clean 
food and women’s chastity that these two have ever 
stood as the prime factors actively working at the 
bottom of the Tamil community to split it up into 
innumerable small groups that can never cohere with 
each other. 

Now, either in the north or in the south no non- 
brahmin ventures to call himself a God except those 
of the priestly class who style themselves brahmans 
or Gods. With this they are not content but choose 
to call all the non-brahmins by the name of ‘Sudras’ 
which term means in Sanscrit the children of the con- 
cubines or slaves. But, in point of fact, it is the brah- 
mins who do all serts of menial work under the 
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Tamilian landlords, and rich Tamil merchants and 
heads of the Mutts, while the poor Tamils are honest 
labourers in the fields, are artisans and weavers. 
Further, the brahmins are, as pointed out before, 
not at all the Aryans nor the Tamilians but are the 
descendants who came from the mixture of the two. 
Besides calling themselves the gods on earth and 
treating all others as Sudras, or slaves, the brahmins 
have adopted Sanscrit as their written language with 
_ the motive of establishing theirsupernatural claims in 
the treatises which they themselves created in it but 
attributed their origin to the Supreme Being itself. 
And in order to bring all the Tamilans under their 
complete control, they kept them in gross ignorance 
cf Sanscrit with the threat that the tongue of those 
who, in breach of the law, learn it would be cut off, 
into the ears of those who hear it molten lead would 
Le poured and so on. Though the kings in the north 
and the south, belonging as they did and even now 
co to the Tamilian stock, were very hospitable to 
ctrangers and treated the brahmins with respect and 
reverence, yet they never adopted. the unjust laws 
fabricated by the brahmins and passed off in the 
name of Manu the original Tamilian law-giver. 
Administration of justice seems to have been carried 
on not with any caste consideration as is laid down 
in the so-calied Manusmriti, but with a broad out. 
look on the actions of man as they came to affect the 
welfare of the socicty to which he belonged. This 
broad-minded administration of ancient Indian kings 
accords well with the precepts of St. Thiruvalluvar’s 
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Sacred Kural rather than with the cruel and un- 
natural laws of the Manusmritl. 

Now, seeing their failure to bring the kings under 
their baneful influence so as to make their code of 
laws the chief and infallible guide to their adminis- 
trative functions, they sought to revive the sacrificial 
cult of the Vedas and the Brahmanas under the cloak 
of securing the Heavenly favour for the prosperity of 
kings; and in this they succeeded so well that the 
kings became in fact mere puppets in their hands 
and sacrifices lasting even hundreds of years came 
to be performed with the wealth of the monarchs. 
In these sacrifices hundreds and even thousands 
of innocent creatures such as goats, sheep, oxen, 
buffaloes, horses, and others had been slaughtered 
and intoxicating drinks prepared from Soma plants 
were freely indulged in. Such inhuman deeds and 
inebriant revels done in the name of religion cannot 
but seem revolting and barbaric to the Tamilian mind 
nurtured in the teachings of its saints and sages who 
inculcated the virtue and duty of showing love and 
mercy towards all living beings, of respecting the 
sanctity of their life brought into cxistence not by 
the hand of man but by the hand of God, and of 
striving one’s utmost to relieve their sufferings, and 
help them to live their life with ease and peace to the 
limit of time decreed by Providence. Eventually 
strong protests came to be raised against animal 
sacrifices performed by the brahmins, and of those 
who thus protested two Tamilian sages named Kapila 
and Patanjali stood foremost to set free the people 
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and the ruling chiefs from the trammels of specious 


ing brought on insensibilitv to tender feelings and 
made this earth a jungle of wild beasts, and how 
wheras the virtue of love and mercy and wisdom lead 
the fit souls to obtain redemption and enjoy heavenly 
bliss even while they live here. These teachings of 
love and mercy touched the hearts of all and spread 
so rapidly everywhere that the ritualistic cult of the 
brahmins had begun to fall into disrepute; and the 
kings also who were wise and learned came forward 
to take an active part in propagating humanitarian 
principles and in laying bare the futility of Vedic 
learning and the evil of animal sacrifice, as is manifest 
from such Upanishads as Chhandogya, Kaushitaki, 
Mundaka and others. These high spiritual teachings 
of some noble kings gave such a strong stimulus to 
an investigation among royal families of the destiny 
of man and lower beings that a long line of kings 
who succeeded them could not set their mind at rest 
without earnestly interesting themselves in the 
solution of religious and philosophical problems to 
a complete exclusion of all ritualistic studies and 
performances. The final stroke to brahminism was, 
however, given by the princes Gautama Buddha and 
Mahavira who, renouncing even their royal state and 
taking to a mendicant life, stood firmly for the cause 
of dumb creatures, and devoted their whole time and 
energy to putting a stop to animal sacrifices, and 
heartless observance of caste principles, and to the 


. . . . . . { 
brahminic teachings and their expensiveand inhuman 
rituals. They showed how the sin of killing and drink- 


i 


ENGLISH PREFACE TO THE TAMILIAN CREED Xxill 





undiscriminate study of the Vedas and other Aryan 
orks. Finding it no longer possible to live in the 
north with ease and influence, the brahmins of the 
Wravido-Arvan stock migrated to the south hoping 
=o exercise their priestly craft over the Tamils; and 







ms expected they were accorded a hearty reception 
fy the Tamil kings and chiefs, by landlords and 
meople. Their complexion, their fine personal appear- 
ance due, as in the case of modern Eurasian type, to 
-he blending of the Dravidian and Aryan elements, 
»mpressed the aesthetic sense of the southern people 
and enlisted their sympathy in behalf of the new- 





comers. Consequently the brahmins were allowed 
-o settle without any trouble all over the south; but 
hey were not permitted to live near the habitations 
of the vegetarian Velalas but to make their abode 
with the other low class Tamuls who, like the brah- 
mins, were addicted to drinking and eating all kinds 
yf animal flesh. Those of the brahmins who were 
shrewd enough to discover how low they were con- 
idered inwardly by the Velala Tamils while they 
vere outwardly treated with respect, came by de- 
‘rees to give up flesh-eating and thereby succeeded in 
ising themselves in the estimation of all the vege- 
arian and non-vegetarian Tamils. Whereas others 
vho persisted in the habit of meat-eating, freely 
nixed with all sorts of low class Tamils so much so 
hat their progeny in after ages were constrained to 
ive in complete isolation discarded for a long time as 
utcasts, before they too adopted the vegetarian mode 
f living and passed themselves under the name of 
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brahmins. The original brahmin community, in pro- 
portion to its admixture with the non-vegetarian 
classes of the Tamils,underwent considerable changes 
not only in its physical characteristics but in its 
creeds, customs and manners also, that, in later times, 
its descendants could not but live in innumerable 
separate groups so that each group never interdined 
with the other nor intermarried. ‘To this splitting up 
of the Dravido-Aryan community were added many 
others converted from the various classes of the 
Tamils from the time of Ramanuja of the Vaishnava 
sect up to our own. In view of the high rank to which 
mere mention of the name ‘ brahmin’ raises one in 
this country, many a shrewd person of the Dravidian 
stock is daily assuming the title of a brahmin andis 
becoming an enthusiastic convert to brahminism. In 
this state of unbridled racial commixture, is it nat 
quite unsafe and unreasonable to call anyone an 
Aryan against all ethnological facts? And so the 
section nine closes with the conclusion that, except 
in the case of the scanty few who dwell in the north- 
west corner of India, in the veins of almost ail the 
people of India it is the Dravidian blood that courses 
round from time immemorial up to the present. 
Then the section ten takes to tracing the origin 
of the term ‘madam’ and the time when it came to 
signify religion in the Tamil country. Before the 
second century of the Christian era no word is met 
with in Tamil literature to denote religion. Even in 
the works of the second ccntury it is the term ‘Sam- 
ayam’ that comes to be used as the name of religion. 


\Y 
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The very first mention of the word ‘madam’ occurs 
in the Thiruvachakam of St. Manickavachakar who 
existed in the first half of the third century A. D. 
And it must be noted that both these terms ‘madam’ 
and ‘samayam’ are coined Tamil words though they 
are claimed now to belong to Sanscrit. Long anterior 
to the times of the Sankhya, the Yoga and other 
systems of philosophy, long before the rise of such 
humanitarian religions as Buddhism and Jainism, 
people do not seem to have engaged themselves either 
in religious speculations or in religious discussions. 
Neither did the Aryans whose whole mind was absor- 
bed in performing animal sacrifices, nor the Tamils 
who were paying their worship to one almighty God 
whose presence they felt in light and fire, stand in 
need of religious inquiries, as at that remote age there 
was no one who could call in question their beliefs 
and observances. It was only in after ages when 
some Tamilians of acute intelligence and tender 
feelings had begun to reflect upon the horrors of 
animal sacrifices and the waste of life, money and 
energy which they involved, that their virtue on the 
one side and their evil on the other came to be dis- 
cussed with ardour and heat and systems of religious 
and philosophic thought sprang into existence. And 
this created the necessity of calling each system by 
a special name, and the Tamilian religion too came 
to be called either Saivism or Vaishnavism according 
as the worshippers of the Almighty God took him 
to be either a heat principle or cold principle. Since 
the birth-place of all the different systems of 
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thought and belief had been only northern India, 
where, at the time, the Sanscrit language and its dia- 
lects were, as it 1s now, asserting their dominance over 
the Dravidian tongues, especially in the educated 
circles, into all of which the brahmins had insinu- 
ated themselves, and their influence, all these differ- 
ent cults and creeds came of necessity to be called 
by distinct Sanscrit names alone. It was in this way 
that all manner of dissensions arose among the people 
of northern India and these again were brought by 
the brahmins and introduced into southern India by 
the aid of Sanscrit in the three centuries preceding 
the Christian era and in their wake came the Jains 
and the Buddhists also in large numbers in the early 
centuries of the Christian era and spread religious 
disputations and hair-sphtting philosopic discussions 
among the Tamils. Before this intrusion of the nor- 
thern people, all the cultured and civilized Tamils 
were as a body strict monotheists paying their wor- 
ship only to Sivaas the almighty God of the universe 
and therefore had no occasion to bring in any religious 
or philosophic discussion among them. But after the 
introduction of Brahminism, Buddhism, Jainism and 
Sanscrit, they became torn by religious differences 
and widely differing cults bearing Sanscrit names rose 
successively in their midst until our own time. This 
conclusion can be easily confirmed even by a cursory 
glance into the Tamil lyrics and idylls produced in 
the pre-Christian times and by comparing them with 
the epics and didactic poems and religious and philo- 
sophic treatises written in post-Christian centuries. 
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Then, the eleventh section proceeds to inquire 
what were the elements that composed the Tamilian 
creed and how ‘and why they came to occupy the 
minds of the ancient Tamils. First of all itis shown 
that their forefathers entertained a strong belief in 
the series of existences which all beings that are 
endowed with life, will, feeling and intelligence pass 
through, not of their own accord but in accord with 
the will and purpose of a Supreme power, and that 
they looked upon this present life not as a sudden 
outburst of a precarious will, but as a vital link be- 
tween what preceded it and what will succeed it. 
The purpose of creation seems to aimat the unfold- 
ment of all the faculties of the finite mind that lie 
dormant being enveloped in darkness and to enable it 
properly to enjoy the happiness and bliss which is in 
store forit in this world and in the worlds to come. 
To the degree the beings exercise their will and intel- 
ligence, they rise in the scale of embodying them- 
selves in various organisms which too rise in refine- 
ment correspondingly. But this unfoldment of mental 
powers proceeds so slowly and so gradually that no 
being, however much it may desire quickly to attain 
perfection, can overstep the bounds set to it by the 
Supreme intelligence. The finite mind must seek to 
know,not only the supreme object of the Supreme 
mind but must also learn to keep its own will and 
desire in harmony with the Divine will and purpose. 
It is by not doing any injury to any fellow being and 
by not thwarting the beneficent purpose of God, that 
one can accelerate the attainment of perfect state 
and final redemption from sin and evil. 
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Then the section twelve takes up the clueafforded 
by the preceding section and deals with the doctrine 
of non-killing embraced wholeheartédly and followed 
unremittingly by the Tamilsin itstheory and practice. 
It is laid down in the Tholkappiam that all lives are 
possessed of an instinctive desire to obtain pleasure 
all throughout their life here aad hereafter. Man 
who is the apex of creation and who is given a wider 
scope for obtaining his own enjoyment without in- 
terfering with the enjoyment of other beings human 
or animal, must, on no account except in an extreme 
case of self-defence, attempt to take away the life of 
any being under any other pretence. When one 
hardens his heart by not heeding the sufferings of 
other lives, he hinders the development of his own 
finer sensibilities without which every sweet thing 
becomes bitter to him or he deadens them so much 
as to lead the hfe of ferocious animals. Besides 
losing the higher and precious faculties of his mind, 
man loses also the health of his body by killing 
harmless and useful animals and eating their flesh. 
As has been conclusively proved by Dr. A. Haig and 
Dr. J. H. Kellogg, animal food is saturated with uric 
acid poison and all who devour it, introduce into 
their blood a furitful source of all pernicious diseases. 
It is to the glory of the Tamil people that the cul- 
tured class among them had early discovered the 
virtue of non-killing and abstaining from flesh-food 
and conferred the benefit of their discovery even on 
such anciently civilized peoples as the Egyptians, 
the Greeks and the Romans wilh whom they held 
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commercial relations. That this discovery of hu- 
mane and vegetarian mode of living was first made by 
the agricultural class of people among the Tamils 
is borne out by the existence of a very large number 
of strict vegetarians counting many millions in south- 
ern India alone. As these Tamils have been and 
still are the worshippers of Siva alone their religion 
and their doctrine of vegetarianism became so inti- 
mately bound up that the very term ‘Saivism’ besides 
signifying the cult of Siva among the educated classes, 
is popularly used to mark out the vegetarian section 
specifically. From the many references made to 
these vegetarian velalas in the old Tamil poems 
composed before and after the Christian era, we can 
safely affirm that their existence in the south and 
north of India goes back at least to 5000 B. C. As 
the egyptian religion and the Hebrew book of Gen- 
esis forbade the use of animal food, influenced of 
course by the Tamil merchants’ precept and example, 
the date we have assigned to the high antiquity of 
the vegetarian Tamils will not seem improbable or 
extravagant. From the antique past up to the present 
no country except India can claim so many millions 
of pure vegetarians that this fact alone will suffice 
to place this country as the only earliest home of 
vegetarianism. 

Then, the thirteenth section treats of the life- 
long union of the opposite sexes which was based 
in the early stages of the Tamilian society solely on 
pure love to the exclusion of all other considerations. 
Chastity of women formed so prominant a factor in 


XXX ENGLISH PREFACE TO THE TAMILIAN CREED 


the social life of the ancient Tamilians of higher 
classes that they permitted not any other considera- 
tion to interfere with the marriage union and mar 
its purity. The natural law of sexual union is ex-. 
pressly stated often and often in the very old Tamil 
work Tholkappiam that any other form of union, as 
itis at present arranged, seems to have been devised 
by an intrusive hand bent upon filling its own pocket. 
The pairs who at first chose each other out of pure 
love were afterwards openly wedded by their own 
elderly relations and the wedding ceremony was 
solemnized without courting the assitance of a priest. 

It is further shown that the early Aryan settlers 
had no idea of celebrating the union of sexes by a 
ceremony such as we find among them, rather among 
their followers, in later ages when they came into 
close contact with the Tamils and learnt it. The 
marriage hymn which is found not in the nine early 
books of the Rig Veda but only in its tenth book 
besides bearing indisputable evidence to its later in- 
troduction, shows what a mean and undignified view 
the Aryans took of their women’s character by mak- 
ing them the wives of three Deva husbands previous 
to their marriage. From this and many other refer- 
ences made to their women’s character, for instance: 
to the incestuous passion of the woman yamz, it is 
quite clear that the Aryans cared little for the chas- 
tity of their woman. Fora fuller treatment of the 
institution of marriage, the difference that obtained 
in the observance of its rites between the ancient 
Tamils and the Aryan followers and the relative 
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significance that came to be attached to them by the 
two people, the reader is referred to the sections 
twentyeight, twentynine, and thirty. 


Now, the sections fourteen and fifteen deal with 
the custom Of the Tamils which allowed them to 
have a plurality of wives, even though the marriage 
of the first wife took place as the outcome of pure 
love. The reason for this polygamous custom seems 
to be twofold. First of all the ancient Tamuls paid 
particular attention to preserving the health of their 
women as wellas the health of their children. Sexual 
intercourse should not be indulged in too often to the 
detriment of women’s health even if they are blessed 
With a robust constitution and have not given birth 
to any children. But, after they have begun to bring 
forth children, a sufficiently long interval, say three, 
four, or five years must be allowed them between one 
child-birth and another so that they may recoup their 
health and strength and become properly fit for sexual 
enjoyment and another child-bearing. Otherwise, not 
only is brought about the breakdown of their own 
health but the physical and mental capacities of their 
innocent children also deteriorate. But, who in fact 
is the root-cause of so much misery and affliction ? 
Undoubtedly it is not the females; it is the males 
alone who, 1n ninetynine cases out of a hundred, lose 
self-control in their passionate moments, commit the 
crime of sexual congress on their helpless wives 
against their will and put them to the inexpressible 
misery of child-bearing within an year they had 
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given birth to a puny and pitiable child.* Dr. John 
Cowan has quoted many cases to prove how heartless 
has been many a male partner as to commit this 
crime on his innocent wife under the influence of a 
blind and unbridled sexual passion, thus overlooking 
the welfare of his own family completely. It is known 
that women generally lose the capacity for child- 
bearing beyond their fortieth or fortyfivth year, and 
becomethereby unfit for sexual intercourse.And many, 
still, after giving birth to a child, feel a natural aver- 
sion to sexual congress. In all such cases the males 
conduct themselves either inconsiderately or seek to 
make clandestine love to women who belong to 
others or else they go to prostitutes. From this state 
of sexual diversions it is that adultery and its evil 
consequences spring up and eat away the health, 
strength, and moral fibre of humanity. But the fore- 
fathers of the Tamils seem to have early recognized 
these evils towards which the strong sexual appetite 
of their sons tended and sought to remedy it by 
marrying two or more wives to their sons either at 
the time of their first love-marriage or subsequent to 
it. In this way the parents themselves stood fore- 
most in creating facilities for their sons so that they 
might not go astray when their first wife was con- 
fined but might have recourse to their second wife 
until she too was in child-bed, when he might go to 
the third and return again to his first when the last 
was lying in. By this natural means they succeeded 








* Read the chapter on ‘Foeticide’ in n ‘The Science of New 
Life’ by Dr. John Cowan, M. D. 
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not only in keeping up the health and strength of 
their females and their progeny but also in saving 
their male descendants from committing criminal 
and sinful deeds and contracting dreadful venereal 
diseases. Prophet Muhammed too seems to have 
perceived in the strong sexual passion of the males 
a serious hindrance to a healthy moral life and peace 
of society and therefore had permitted them to 
marry from one to four wives as an effective check 
to their evil tendencies. European travellers who 
visited Muslim countries were struck with wonder at 
the absence of adultery among their people and have 
attributed its absence to the polygamous custom of 
the Muslims. They have also observed even 1n coun- 
tries where monogamy prevails each male having in 
secret a number of females as concubines. These 
facts mustclearly disclose what a high and wholesome 
object the Tamilian forefathers must have had in 
setting up the polygamous custom among their de- 
scendants and how nobly they stand as fearless bene- 
factors of their race inspired only by strong and 
undaunted moral courage. 

Then, the section sixteen proceeds to show 
how far the Tamil parents of old held themselves 
responsible for the upbringing of their children and 
at what limit they supposed that responsibility had 
ceased. It is expressly stated in the old Tamil classics 
that the duty of the parents lies in bringing up their 
children healthily and in righteous ways, in educat- 
ing them in arts, crafts and sciences, in marrying 
and settling them in life so that they might lead their 
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life independetly of their parents’ help and that with 
this fulfilment of duty their responsibility ceases. 
It is also plainly enjoined that no property except a 
valuable education should be bestowed by parents 
on their children, for all earthly possessions are 
transitory while the lght of learning constitutes 
an everlasting possession. In this view the ancients 
stood so steadfast that after setting apart a portion 
of their earnings for the maintenance of their family 
and the upbringing of their children, they employed 
a larger part of them for charitable purposes. It is 
mentioned in the old Tamil lexicons that rich per- 
sons lavished their wealth in doing thirty-two kinds 
of charitable deeds; and it is to their boundless gen- 
erosity that we now owe the existence of not only 
thousands of temples all over the south, of which 
many for the construction of their magnificent and 
artistic structure must have absorbed millions of 
pounds, but also innumerable rest-houses, feeding 
houses, hospitals, schools, religious institutions and 
others. With this the main subjects pertaining to 
the present life have closed and those pertaining to 
a life beyond are treated from the next section with 
a fulness their importance and inacessibility to ordin- 
ary understanding demand. 

Now, the seventeenth section opens the subject. 
of future life, with the question why an instinct- 
ive longing for a continued existence of their souls 
after the dissolution of the mortal body is so strongly: 
implanted in the hearts of all human beings whether 
cultured or uncultured. This and the following: 
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sections to the end of the twenty-first treat exhaus- 
tively what could be the genuine and well-grounded 
answer to it. Now the longing for a future life can 
find itself explained only in the imperfection every 
man feels every time that he faces a new problem that 
defies his powers of understanding, in the dissatis- 
faction he feels every moment after the excitement of 
a pleasurable feeling is over, accompanied by a sharp 
painful experience. It is such finite experiences 
mixed up with ignorance and pain all throughout 
this mortal life, that impel man to seek for a future 
life in which he hopes to attain perfection of under- 
standing and perfection of joy. 

Whether this hope of his will prove fruitful or 
will turn out to bea mere dream depends upon wheth- 
er or not the realization of an ever-flowing source 
of infinite jov and bliss attainable. Inner as the 
experience of a pleasurable feeling is, 1n order to 
excite It every sentient being stands in indispensable 
need of a contact with an outer object. For instance, 
the feeling of sweet taste cannot be kindled unless 
a sweet thing, say an orange fruit, or sugar,be brought 
close to one’s tongue and palate. Similarly, for the 
enjoyment of each and every kind of pleasure man 
necessarily needs the contact of objects that can 
severally excite one and all. Now and again he clearly 
perceives that no object of this earth is capable 
enough to kindle in him the kind of pleasure at once 
permanent and unaccompanied by pain. Then, if 
there should be an infinite being as the inexhaustible 
source of an infinite pleasure—the existence of such 
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a being is necessarily presupposed in the conception 
of the very finite as its contrast and correlate—then 
the hope of effecting a union of his self with that 
Supreme Self would find itself completely realized. 
Strongly convinced therefore of the existence of 
such an infinite being, the acute intelligence and 
the highly developed instincts of the ancient Tamils 
anxiously set out to search for the principle in which 
it could reside in a way perceptible to the outer and 
inner vision of man. And in their quest of this source 
they finally succeeded in feeling it in the light and 
heat of the blazing fiery bodies. Light and heat are 
pure spiritual energies since the modern science has 
not proved them to be either matter or material 
energies. In the view of Tamil Saints and Sages, 
God is not a transcendent being but a being of su- 
preme love who is ever near to his creation, to his 
created beings human and animal; he resides in and 
out of their substance and every thing lives, moves, 
and has its being in him, in him alone. Before the cre- 
ation of hot and resplendent bodies such as the sun 
and stars—each star being a sun millions of times 
bigger than our own sun, how the universe was, 
whther it was bright or dark, is quite unimaginable; 
and so far as our knowledge goes no science of 
Astronomy has as yet succeeded in finding out th 
exact nature of that unimaginable state. Leaving out, 
therefore, that fruitless inquiry, we must confine our 
attention to our luminary which gives out light and 
heat that pervade all throughout the universe that our 
vision and imagination can comprehend. There is 
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not a needlepoint of space which the brilliant rays 
of the sun have not touched. This earth and all other 
planets that go around it are being illuminated only 
by its resplendent light. As it were all bodies are 
immersed in it or are floating in it. Now, what can 
be more intimate to man and other beings, animate 
and inanimate,than this light, this heat which not only 
bring forth and sustain all beings, but illumine the 
sight of all sentient beings and through it their under- 
standing also? If there be no light, no heat, no ma- 
terials for producing heat and light, as in the polar 
regions from which the sunlight is completely absent 
for two full months and in which nothing for making 
fire is procurable, will it be possible for us to get 
enlightenment of understanding even were it possible 
to eke out our bare and miserable existence under 
such inefficient conditions in nature? No, certainly 
not. It is, therefore, not unreasonable to hold with 
our forefathers that light itself is God or the only 
true form of God, that the fire which is the source 
of light and heat is the only abode of God or God 
itself. This spiritual nature of light and heat and fire 
is emphasized in the body of the work by referring to 
the widespread worship paid to the sun, the moon and 
fire by such early civilized people as the Egyptians, 
the Babylonians, the Chaldeans, the Persians, the 
Mexicans and by other uncivilized tribes all over the 
world as fully pointed out by Dr. J. G. Frazer. 
Now, this intuitive perception of the existence 
of God in light and fire aided, of course, by an acute 
discriminative understanding helpd the ancient 
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Tamilians to detect in it the combination of two 
fundamental principles which are always at work 
not only in the creative and sustaining processes but 
also in the process of consuming the used-up mate- 
rials. These two are the heat and the cold principles, 
of which the heat predominates over the cold in fire 
and the cold is not therefore easily discernible in it. 
Still, by holding a tumbler over the burning flame, 
youcan Clearly see drops of water collecting allaround 
its brim and dripping from it. Besides this, if you 
carefully look into the flame you can discover within 
it a light blue colour which the cold principle always 
assumes. It is from this inseparable union of heat 
and cold principles that energies of all kinds are 
generated and it is these energies that bring about the 
creation, the preservation, and the destruction of both 
the animate and the inanimate bodies of the universe. 
Whether you call the two principles the positive and 
negative electricities, whether you call them red and 
blue, or male and female, whether you call them Siva 
and Uma, or father and mother, whether you call 
them a line and a circle when their actions manifest 
themselves in inanimate matter, in all these and else- 
where the law is the same without any deviation. The 
steam power which works wonders in material bodies 
is a visible instance in which we easily recognize how 
the heat and cold principles work together to gen- 
erate the energy required for moving heavy and mass- 
ive bodies. And in the organic scales of life from 
the vegetable to the animal kingdom the same two 
principles work together for bringing forth more and 
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more complex and intricate organisms for the use 
of lives as they climb more and more in the ladder 
of intelligence and intelligent capacity. And when 
we reach the high human level, in which the opera- 
tion of the heat and cold principles has expressed 
itself in its maximum intensity,. we comprehend in 
full the high divine purpose of a benevolent Provid- 
ence in the disinterested love borne by the human 
father and mother towards their offspring. Disinter- 
ested love in the Divine Being has no limit set to 
it, since all lives from the very lowest to the very 
highest are nurtured by it, whereas in the human it 
moves only within a limited range. Except for this 
difference, the disinterested love borne by our Heav- 
enly and earthly parents towards their children is 
the same in substance. We see everywhere all around 
us every creature endowed with organisms, the mi- 
nute and complex structure of which defies the skill 
of human hand to produce even a meanest but vital 
copy of it. Does it not bespeak the illimitabe grace 
and unbounded love on the part of the benefactor to 
bestow unaskad on all sentient beings such inval- 
uable gifts as cannot be given by any but himself ? 
Though such gifts lie beyond the scope of our earthly 
parents, yet what they give us with so much care, 
with so much love, with so much self-sacrifice must 
have been prompted only by the principle of uni- 
versal love that dwells within every heart to make it 
like itself. For Divine nature is impressed on all 
Selves that have been brought into existence on this 
earth, and he who studies the nature and charact- 
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eristics of his earthly parents will, as a matter of 
course, be led to comprehend the nature and person- 
ality of God toa real and appreciable extent. If viewed 
correctly in this light, how much truth 1s imbedded 
in the saying of the Holy Bible: ‘‘God created man 
in his own image, in the image of God created he 
him, male and female created he them.” (Genesis, 
Chapter 1, verse 27). As a painter imprints his in- 
ward thought-picture on the picture he begets out- 
wardly, as a sculptor chisels a statue out of a marble 
block in accordance with an image formed anteced- 
ently in his mind, so too the Divine mind prints 
its thought-forms on the phant matter and brings 
out of it bodies of innumerable kinds and shapes. As 
Plato said: ‘‘The pattern which works on earth is 
Jaid up in heaven.” Vast as is the difference between 
the structure of one body and that of another, the 
two co-ordinate principles of male and female that 
underlie them all are invariably the samc. Hence, 
God is a person of light which combines in itself the 
principles of male and female in their most subtle 
thought-form which operates as the original of all 
male and female forms that take shape in matter. 
This fact relating to the two prominent features both 
in the material and spiritual planes had forced them- 
selves so much into the attention of all thinking 
minds among the people of by gone ages that you 
cannot find among them one single soul who did 
not worship a God and a Goddess side by side. 
Now, coming to our own ancient Tamil people, 
we find much the same kind of conception about the 
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Divine nature to prevail among them from the very 
remotest past. For, from the antediluvian composi- 
tions such as the Tholkappiam and some lyrics that 
have outlived the ravages of time, to the works of 
our own time all the wise men who came in close 
succession as their authors have praised and wor- 
shipped God as the father and mother intimately and 
inseparably united and the many verses quoted from 
them in the body of the work will corroborate the 
truth herein emphasized. But what is the vital point 
in this conception of God which the Tamil Saints 
and Sages cherished in their hearts and which dis- 
tinguishes them from all other wisemen of other 
countries who too seem to have held the belief that 
in the Godhead there are both the paternal and ma- 
ternal principles in intimate and inseparable union ? 
yes; it is the knowledge possessed by the Tamils of 
the colour which the two principles assume that 
distinguishes them from all other people of all other 
countries. The Tamils tell us that the male principle 
of the Godhead glows witha red colour while the 
female glows witha blue. Whenever they pray to 
Lord Siva, they speak of him as being of brilliant red, 
and of mother Uma they speak as being blue and as 
being also in intimate union with Siva. This know- 
ledge of the two colours of the two Divine principles 
marks the high significance of the Tamilian concep- 
tion of God, since without having colour no object, no 
person can present its form either to the perception of 
our eyes or to the perception of our mind. It must be 
borne in mind that nowhere can this notable concep- 
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tion of God be met with except in the Saiva religion 
of the Tamils. This point is stressed at great length 
in the body of the work and the reader is referred to 
it for further details. 

Now, to many an unreflecting mind such an 
ascription of form and colour to the Deity may seem 
not only strange but also degrading to the Supreme 
Being who is bevond the reach of five senses and 
human thought, who is untouched by the ills and 
impurities that are incident to the mortal frame of 
man. Those who take delight in thus asserting that 
God is transcendent, do so simply out of fancy, while 
in reality God is a substance of substances that is 
ever accessible to reason and intuition and is nota 
mere zero so as to be completely incomprehensible 
even to the unclouded superior faculties of the human 
mind. Such a false conception of God, as pointed 
out by Professor William James,* has no bearing 
whatever on the life and destiny of finite souls and 
must, therefore, be abandoned as an empty, worthless 
and unprofitable speculation of some idle minds. If 
God be a substance-a substance indeed it is but purely 
spiritual, it must be known, like other substances, not 
necessarily to ordinary senses bereft of superior 
mental vision as in the case of low animal life, but 
it must be known to the pre-eminent intuitive per- 
ception of highly developed human beings. Further, 
it is quite unreasonable to hold with the transcendent- 
alists that all forms are perishable, that they are 
tainted with ills and impurities. On the contrary, 





* In his “Varieties of Religious Experience.” 
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the fact must be brought home to our mind that all 
thought-forms, as well as the forms of light and fire, 
are imperishable, that they always exist absolutely 
pure untouched by the ills and impurities the heritage 
of man’s mortal clay. Throw out any amount of dirt 
and filth, dregs, and sediments, and refuse, etc., into 
the fire and try to defile it but you cannot succeed. 
On the other hand, the fire will burn them up all to 
ashes, itself ever remaining pure and undefiled. So 
also God’s thought-forms exist everlastingly the 
purest and uncontaminated by any impurities. 
Then, the sections from twentytwo to twenty- 
seven dwell upon the forms of worship the Tamils 
have been paying to God from ancient times. They 
conceived God in a concrete form, in the form of the 
human father and mother. The whole universe was 
taken by them to represent the persom of God in 
which the portion suffused with golden light consti- 
tuted the father as much as the portion of blue sky 
light constituted the mother ; the three illuminating 
principles the sun, the moon and the fire were viewed 
as forming his three eyes; the evening clouds which 
look ruddy were imagined as his braided red locks; 
and other microcosmic members of his person repre- 
sented other macrocosmic aspects perceived by the 
senses and miniatured in the imagination so as to be 
easily pictured in the mind for their loving adoration. 
The Southern Tamils who loved the three lights 
chose to call their God ‘““Mukkannan”’ (@ésovrgonenr ), 
or the triple-eyed God, that is, the God that possesses 
the three lights as his three eyes; while the northern 
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Tamils who loved the red light of the evening sun 
fixed upon the term ‘Siva’ as being an appropriate one 
by which to call the Almighty God of the universe. 
Now, with this mere intangible microcosmic 
image of God formed in their mind the Tamils were 
not satisfied, since it was not accessible to the wor- 
ship they loved to pay externally also. Intense love 
towards an object expresses itself in the acts of the 
loving person and urges him on to offer to it, asa 
token of that love, what he most values of his earthly 
possessions. It is for the sake of satisfying this inner 
urge that persons of a strong religious turn of mind 
set up before them a stone image, made like the 
image of God formed in their imagination, and pay 
their adoration by offering to it flowers, fruits, grains 
etc., in all love and reverence. <c 
The earliest stone symbol worshipped six or 
seven thousand years ago by the Tamils was a cone- 
shaped piece infixed into a circular stone and called 
‘Sivalinga’ in later times. This symbol represents 
the union of both the heat principle which, as is 
manifest in the burning flame, always assumes a 
cone-shape, and the cold principle which, as is seen 
in the circling motion of the deep running water, 
takes on a ring-shape almost. That the ancient 
Tamils used, then as now, such symbol stones all 
over India and in foreign countries where they col- 
onized for commercial purposes, is evidenced not 
only by the large number of these symbol stones 
recently dug out from the buried cities of Harappa 
and Mohenjadaro in the Punjab, but also by the 
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multitudinous temples in which this symbol is set 
up and worshipped even unto this day in Southern 
India and western countries. 

And, of this very old lithic symbol the under 
part which is circular in shape is a plain representa- 
tion of the shape of the pit in which the fire was 
kindled, while the cone-shaped piece infixed into it 
stands for the form of the flame that blazes up from 
the pit. It was in this way that fire was kindled and 
directly worshipped as God by the ancient Tamils 
in pre-historic times and long after; and at the end 
ef the service the burnt up ashes was taken out of the 
pit as the sacred remnant of the fire and smeared all 
over their body and forehead. But as time went on, 
their love for worshipping God in still more tangible 
forms grew up impelling them to substitute for the 
pit a ring stone and for the blazing fire a piece of 
stone shaped like it conically ; after joining the two 
together they anointed it with oil, they put leaves and 
flowers on it, they offered to it what they usually 
drank and ate, they sang and danced before it, they 
embraced it and in this wise they satisfied their 
passion for a tangible worship. It must be noticed 
too that this form of worship still continues to be 
paid in all the Sivaand Vishnu temples all over India 
from Cape Comorin to the Himalayas. 

Notwithstanding this plain and indisputable 
origin of Sivalinga or the Symbol of Lord Siva, most 
of the European travellers and scholars and many a 
learned Indian too have mistaken this sacred symbol 
of God for a phallicemblem. No greater error can be 
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committed than this misapprehension of the saving 
significance which the sacred symbo! of Siva implies. 
The smearing of the sacred ashes is so closely asso- 
ciated with the worship of Siva in the form of fire 
that you cannot explain the association if you take 
the Sivalinga merely as the symbol of the phallus 
or the generative organ. But when you relate the use 
of the sacred ashes te fire-worship, it finds itself 
fully and readily explained, since ashes is the only 
pure and sacred remnant left by fire at the end of 
its worship. Fire purifies everything with which it 
comes in contact and the pure white ashes must be 
considered therefore as the emblem of purity itself. 
That is why the very pious Saint Francis of Assisi 
too always carried the ashes in his hands and declared 
‘Brother ash is very pure.’”’* And for more exten- 
ded treatment of the significance of Sivalinga the 
reader is referred to the Tamil text. 


Besides this stone symbol of fire, the Tamils also 
worshipped the Heavenly Parents as represented in 
stone in the human male form of Siva and the female 
form of Uma. Images of this twofold character have | 
been unearthed from the ruins of Harappa and 
Mohenjodaro and Dr. E. Mackay correctly identifies 
them with Siva and Uma.t There can therefore be 
little doubt that temples dedicated to Siva built both 
on small scale and large, just as we find them now 
all over India, existed five or six thousand years ago, 


* Read F. E. Cooke’s ‘Life of St. Francis of Assisi.’ 
+ The Indus Civilization, pp. 70—8¢4. 
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sis clear from mention made of them in the Tamil 
yrics composed about 3500 B. C. 

As times advanced, conceptions of God’s various 
unctions and of his various manifestations in various 
orms also multiplied that images representing them 
ull came to be made successively andset upfor worship 
n one and the same temple of Siva. Of such images 
hose of Murukan and Ambalavanan constitute the 
sarliest after the erection of Sivalinga and Umasiva. 
The form of Murukan represents God’s eternally 
sxisting youthful personality, while the dancing post- 
ure of Lord Ambalavanan intimates the unceasing 
activity of God that sets the whole universe in ever- 
asting motion. For further representations of God’s 
functions and what they import the Tamil text must 
be looked into. 

Besides the daily divine service performed in 
-he temples of Lord Siva, there were also celebrated 
many festivals on days specially appointed for them 
in every year with the object of exhibiting the deal- 
ings of God with his pious and devoted servants. Of 
such sacred festivals, the worshipping of God in the 
sreat conflagration of fire called the festival of Kar- 
thikai, seems to have been celebrated more than two 
thousand years ago, since a full description of which 
is given in a Tamil poem composed at the beginning 
of the Christian era. That some other festivals also 
were held with great solemnity and magnificence 
in pre-Christian times is evidenced by Tamil classical 
poems and their commentaries produced before and 
ifter the beginning of the Christian era. 


f 


xIvill ENGLISH PREFACE TO THE TAMILIAN CREED ~ 


Now, the sections twentveight, twentynine and 
thirty return to a searching inquiry of the matri- 
monial riteas already indicated. How did the marriage 
rite originate in the past, who were its originators 
the Aryans or the Tamils, what were the forms into 
which the rite divided itself between the two peoples, 
how was it conducted by them, how does the ancient 
wedding ceremony of the Tamils differ from its later 
form and observance, how have the modern Tamils 
to conduct it with necessary changes to suit the 
modern hfe requirements, what do the forms and 
principles of the ceremony signify—all these are 
treated exhaustively in these sections. 

Then, the section thirtyone deals with the fu- 
neral rite observed by the Tamils in ancient and 
modern times and shows how it should be performed 
in future with the assistance of Tamuz priests alone. 


After that, the thirtysecond section enters into 


a full discussion of the habits of mind inherited by 
each individual soul as an inevitable result of the 
deeds done in its previous births. Habits of mind 
acquired in previous lives and brought into this pres- 
ent life by each individual soul are summarily called 
in Tamil vinai or karma in Sanscrit. The Tamil 
people are by nature always reflective, and they could 
not therefore set their mind at rest with the satis- 
faction of their mere bodily wants. They went deeper 
into the problems that affect the human life asa 
whole, instead of limiting their thought to a transitory 
part of its existence. For every sentient being hasa 
continuous existence, of which the present is a quick 
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flying moment having no independent value and re- 
ality but for its intimate relation to what constituted 
its past and what would constitute its future. In an 
undertaking of a momentous kind you will not associ- 
ate with you a man who secks to take part in it, 
without getting an exact knowledge of his anteced- 
entsas well as his would-be conduct. In the man- 
agement of one’s vital affairs, no one will leave it in 
the hands ofa stranger whose past history 1s so com- 
pletely unknown as to render an inference of his 
future totally impossible. Nay, our very daily life 1s 
so closely interwoven with the kind of life we led in 
the previous days and the kind of life we will lead 
in the days to come. 

Most of all, the very law of motion which we 
observe to prevail all around us warrants our belief in 
the existence of a series of lives through which every 
individual soul passes. For everything in this vast 
universe moves in acircle. The sun, moon and stars 
and our ownearth move ina circle. Only for a limited 
length of time can we catch sight of a moving body 
in proportion to its velocity and the position from 
which we view it. Sooner or later it may pass out of 
our view and may reappear and disappear again and 
again as the scenes and actors in a dramatic repre- 
sentationdo. The sun vanishes from our sight every 
evening and manifests itself every morning; yet we 
believe the same sun, and not a new sun quite differ- 
ent from the one we saw yesterday, has risen to our 
view. In like manner, every finite soul passes away 
every time its flimsy garment-like body wears out and 


| ENGLISH PREFACE TO THE TAMILIAN CREED 


reappears in anew body refreshed and recuperated. 
This state of things will continue until man learns the 
art of prolonging the life in a single body and with 
that conquering death he enters into an eternal union 
with the Supreme Being and becomes there the re- 
ceptacle of its ineffable and everlasting bliss. 

Now, this fact of soul’s birth and rebirth was, 
as evidenced by the old Tamil classics, discovered 
at first only by the Tamilian sages and was com- 
municated by them to the Aryans and others who 
came to them for instruction in the destiny of man. 
Nevertheless many a scholar of oriental learning 
wrongly thinks that the discovery of soul’s rebirth 
was first made by the Aryans alone. But in the whole 
range of such Rig Vedic hymns as were brought by 
the Aryans there is not even a stray reference to the 
doctrine of rebirth to uphold their assertion. The 
minds of the Aryan settlers were so overwhelmed 
with the anxiety of meeting their needs for the present 
life that they could bestow no thought on the question 
relating either to their past lives or their future; 
this can be made plain to every one who would take 
trouble to glance at the Rig Vedic hymns of the 
Aryans. They were too much concerned with the 
present to extend their vision either to what had gone 
before or what would come on hereafter. But, not so 
were the ancient Tamils who were so highly advanced 
in civilization and in mental, moral and religious 
culture that every problem relating to the destiny of 
man engaged their serious attention and was solved 
by them in such a way that the reasonableness of its 
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solution and the bearing of which solution on the 
practical life of man constitute the marvels of the 
Tamilian thought. 

Then, the sections thirtythree and thirtyfour 
treat of the ascetic mode of living with which the 
latter part of the ancient Tamilians’ life was occupied. 
It has been already pointed out that the Tamulian 
forefathers, even while they were rolling in riches 
and enjoying the pleasures of life to their hearts’ 
content, never for an instant allowed themselves to 
lose sight of the momentous fact that their present 
happiness was due in a large measure to the virtuous 
deeds they did in their former births, and that, if 
their future lives also should be made injoyable that 
could be achieved only by making the present life 
also virtuous in every respect so that it might contrib- 
ute its moulding power to their future existence and 
render it progressively happy. Such constant apph- 
cation of their mind toa serious consideration of the 
indissoluable connection of their present state with 
their past and future states of life, naturally bred in 
them an aversion to implicating themselves continu- 
ally ina material life which continually changes, 
and which, however carefully led, brings on painful 
experiences and cannot afford a permanent and un- 
alloyed pleasure even to highly developed souls. And 
so, after making their life fruitful, and before old age 
was approaching to sap their vitality, they retired 
from the worldly life in time and set their mind and 
energy on freeing themselves from the whirlpool of 
births and deaths and putting an end to their gross 
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and impure material existence. And in ordertoachieve 
this end, they thought recourse must be had to the 
perfect Being who alone being beyond births and 
deaths can redeem them from the clutches of mortal 
life and set them in the realm of light and imper- 
ishable enjoyment. | 

Now, what characterizes the ascetic life of the 
ancient Tamils is that they never forsook their wives 
and children like the Buddhist monks, but lived with 
them and devoted with them their whole time to the 
contemplation of God, to His Divine service, and to 
the service of humanity. So long as they were serving 
their own purpose and the purpose of their kith and 
kin, their love was moving on the limited plane of 
self-interest;but on now entering the ascetic life which 
aims at breaking down the barrier of self-interest and 
merging it in the disinterested universal love of God, 
they looked upon all including their wives and chil- 
dren as their own kindred and made no difference 
whatever between their own and others. Theolden day 
ascetic thought it asin to leave his wife and children 
to mourn over his separation, instead of living with 
them and guiding them to follow in his footsteps the 
spiritual path which he pursued. This form of ascetic 
life led by the ancient Tamils is clearly mentioned 
in the Tholkappiam and for further details on this 
point the reader is referred to the Tamil text. 

Before closing this subject, one more important 
point has to be brought to the notice of students who 
take interest in the study of antiquities. As pointed 
out before, the ascetic life was peculiar to the Tamils, 
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the theory and practice of yoga being indispensably 
and closely bound up as much with the virtue of non- 
killing and abstaining completely from flesh-eating, 
and drinking, as with the loving worship of Siva, 
the almighly God of the universe. I need hardly say 
that this ascetic mode of life, being quite incompatible 
with the life of the Aryans who were addicted to 
flesh-eating and drinking, and worshipping deified 
heroes, could not have originated with them in the 
remote past, but must have been discovered and 
brought into use by the ancient Tamil sages as the 
essential means of holding communion with God and 
attaining salvation. 

Then, the final thirtyfifth section advocates such 
of the reforms as are necessarily and inmediately 
required to ameliorate the present condition of the 
Tamilians. The chief of allis that the Tamilians who 
now allow themselves to be called Sudras or slaves 
or sons of concubines must understand to what great 
height their forefathers had risen in social, moral, 
intellectual, religious and linguistic cultures and 
to what a bottomless pit of ignorance and illiteracy 
their descendants have fallen at present and are being 
down-trodden by the very people who are fattening 
themselves on their wealth. 

In the next place they must realize that the glory 
of a nation consistsin the cultivation they have best- 
owed and are bestowing on their language and liter- 
ature and the extreme care with which they preserve 
their purity and independence. It must also be borne 
in mind that, of the few cultivated languages of the 
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ancient world such as the Egyptian, the Sumerian, 
the Hebrew, the Sanscrit, the Greek, the Latin and 
So on, itis Tamil alone that still lives by being spoken 
and written by more than twenty million people all 
over this globe. Because of this undying vitality, 
Tamil requires from her sons that care and vigilance 


which would keep it ever pure undefiled by extinet: 
extraneous elements which, like parasites. seek to 


live upon living tongues, 

Next to that, all Tamils must abandon worship- 
ping the multitudinous gods and goddesses and 
deified heroes and return to the montheistic belief 
of their ancestors and worship only the one almighty 
God Siva with the divine mother Uma. 

Finally, the Tamils must take note that British 
government is the only best government which has 
been directed by Providence to rule impartially over 
all the Indian peoples who are torn by endless caste 
distinctions, and irreconcilable racial and religious 
ditterences. Each section of the Indian people is 
dominated by its own self-interest to the detriment 
of every other section. No one of them, however 
enlightened, can occupy an important place in the 
government without seeking the interest of his own 
community and ignoring that of others. Therefore, 
in all responsible posts the British people alone must 
be appointed, stnce they alone can do full and im- 
partial justice to all the different classes and com- 
munities of the Indian people. No place of import- 
ance must be left to be occupied by any Hindu—here 
I except Muslims and Christians—for the Hindu 
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dministration ends, as we have recently seen, in 
he dire distress and dissatisfaction of the people. 
Moreover, government by the ruling class alone is less 
“xpensive, less troublesome and more profitable. 
Until the people are edycated at least fifty per cent, 
intil they are made to realize the responsibility they 
year to each other in the social and political situations, 
intil they learn to consolidate their interests rising 
ibove baneful caste and racial claims, they must not 
be suffered to bear the burden cf self-government or 
any government in which they cannot participate in- 
relligently, earnestly and disinterestedly. With this I 
slose this summary directing the reader to go through 
the following Tamil work for fuller information on 
the topics touched above. 
Pallavaram, 


The Sacred Order of Love, Vedachalam. 
15th October, 1941 J 
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*“This was assumed by Risley to be ‘the original type 
of the population of India, now modified to a varying extent 
by the admixture of Aryan, Scythian and Mongoloid elements.’ 

“At the same time there can be little doubt that Dravidian 
languages were actually flourishing in the western regions of 
Northern India at the period when languages of the Indo- 
furopean type were introduced by the Aryan invasions from 
the north-west. Dravidian characteristics have been traced 
alike in Vedic and Classical Sanscrit, in the Prakrits or early 
popular dialects, and in the modern Vernaculars derived from 
them,” 
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cher in good ground, then, for supposing that, before 
the coming of the Indo-Aryans, speakers of the Dravidian 
languages predominated both in Northern and in Southern 
India.” Prof. E. J. Rapson, in Ancient India of the Cambridge 
History of India, pp. 41-44. 
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* A. A. Macdonell in his History of Sanscrit Literature, 
p. 160. 
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*“Pyery artist knows how he can make a scene before 

his eyes appear warmer or colder in colour, according to the 

way he sets his attention. If for warm, he soon begins to see 

the red color start out of everything; if for cold, the blue” 

p. 425,T¢ 1 rinciples of Psychology, by Prof. W. James, Vol.1. 
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—#* “And finally, it is a real puzzle when the color pale- 
blue is said to have feminine and blood-red masculine affi- 
nities.” p. 582, ibid. 
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— See, for instance, “The Popular Lectures on Scientific 
Subjects” by Prof. Helmholtz, Vol. 1. p. 218. 
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* See Prof. Rhys Davids’ Hibbert Lectures on Indian 
Buddhism, pp. 63—69. 
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